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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 214, 216-238, 240-251, 299, 300, and 
304-312 are pending. Group I, Claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 314, 216-238, 
240-251 , 299, 300 and 307-309 were elected with traverse in Response to the 
Election/Restriction filed 12/18/07. Claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 314, 216- 
238, 240-251 , 299, 300 and 307-309 will be examined on the merits. Claims 304-306 
and 31 0-31 2 were withdrawn from consideration. Response to Applicant's Argument 
with traverse will be responded to in the section of this Office Action entitled "Answer to 
Arguments with Traverse". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 187, 225, and 241 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 187, does not "generate a pricing schedule". Infact, nothing is being 
generated. Outputting a pricing schedule" is interpreted as putting the output to a user 
which can be done in a corporate environment and encompasses every way outputting 
can be performed. This is indefinite because nothing is provided as to how the 
outputting step will be carried out. Further, nothing is being done with the fees in the 
claim limitations. 

Claims 225 and 241 have a similar problem with pricing schedule. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 214, 216-238, 240-251, 299, 300, and 307- 

309 of the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The invention 

of claims 187, 213, 225, and 241 are found to be an abstract idea, and as such is a 

judicial exception to the statutory categories. An abstract idea, is only statutory if it 

either physically transforms an article or physical object to a different state or thing, or 

produces a useful, concrete and tangible result. If a claim is not directed to an article or 

physical object, then a relevant test for eligibility is whether the claimed invention as a 

whole is limited to a useful, concrete and tangible result. 

Useful- must be specific, substantial and credible and specifically recited 

in the claim. If the claim is broad enough to not require a practical application, it must be 

rejected. 

Tangible- must be some "real-world" result, not abstract. 

Concrete - must have a result that can be substantially repeatable or the process must 
substantially produce the same result again. Claim187 does not produce tangible 
results, but merely providing services. These provided services might remain entirely 
inside the mind of the person doing the providing. These results are not tangible, thus 
not eligible subject matter, thus are rejected. 

Similarly outputting a pricing schedule does not produce a real-world result unless 
further action is taken. Fees payable also fails to produce a real world-result without 
further action. Furthermore, Claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 214, 216-238, 
240-251, 299, 300, and 307-309 do not necessarily affect the physical world. They lack 
a tangible and concrete result, and are rejected as non-statutory subject matter. 
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As to the useful requirement, tlie invention is not limited to a specific, substantial 
and credible utility in the claim. There is no utility recited within the claim. The 
presence of outputting and providing computerized intermediation services is not a 
utility by itself because no useful result is specified for those operations. The claim is 
broad enough to include non-practical applications, such as outputting a pricing 
schedule which is routine use of a computer. The dependent claims do not remedy the 
lack of specifically recited utility. 

As to the tangible requirement, the result of the claimed invention is a pricing 
schedule. The pricing schedule is not tied to a real-world meaning such as a list of 
prices for services or products. This result is abstract and not tangible, because the 
pricing schedule could mean that it is for anything. 

The Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit issued opinions in State Street Bank 
& Trust Co. V. Signature Financial Group Inc., 149 F. 3d 1368, 47 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. 
Cir. 1998) and AT & T Corp. v. Excel Communications, Inc., 172 F.3d 1352, 50 
USPQ2d 1447 (Fed. Cir. 1999). These decisions explained that, to be eligible for patent 
protection, the claimed invention as a whole must accomplish a practical application. 
That is, it must produce a "useful, concrete and tangible result." State Street, 149 F.3d 
at 1373-74, 47 USPQ2d at 1601 d2. To satisfy section 101 requirements, the claim 
must be for a practical application of the 101 judicial exception, which can be identified 
in various ways: (a) The claimed invention "transforms" an article or physical object to a 
different state or thing, (b) The claimed invention otherwise produces a useful, concrete 
and tangible result, based on the factors discussed below. 
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The USPTO's official interpretation of tlie utility requirement provides that the 
utility of an invention has to be (i) specific, (ii) substantial and (ill) credible. See MPEP § 
21 07. It is not clear as to what is the utility of at least one parameter relating to a 
banking transaction because there is no assurance that this will result in the 
performance of the pricing schedule being output and fees paid and fees payable. 

The tangible requirement does require that the claim must recite more than a § 
101 judicial exception, in that the process claim must set forth a practical application of 
that § 101 judicial exception to produce a real-world result. Benson, 409 U.S. at 71-72, 
175 USPQ at 676-77 (invention ineligible because had "no substantial practical 
application"). It is not clear as to what tangible result is produced by implementing the 
steps of the claim especially since there is no guarantee that implementing the steps of 
the claims will result in the pricing schedule being output and how it is going to be 
output and fees paid and fees payable. 

For an invention to produce a "concrete" result, the process must have a result 
that can be substantially repeatable or the process must substantially produce the same 
result again. In re Swartz, 232 F.3d 862, 864, 56 USPQ2d 1703, 1704 (Fed. Cir. 2000) 
(where asserted result produced by the claimed invention is "irreproducible" the claim 
should be rejected under section 1 01 ). The opposite of "concrete" is unrepeatable or 
unpredictable. 

There is no useful, concrete and tangible result produced from implementing the 
steps of the claimed invention. The dependent claims are rejected for the same reason 
and by way of dependency on a rejected independent claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 187, 188, 213, 241, 243, 245, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by (US 5,966,700) Gould et al, hereafter Gould. 

The claims have been rejected according to the best that they can be 
understood. 

Claims 187, 213, 241, 243, 245. Gould teaches, A method for performance by a 
provider of intermediation services, comprising the steps of: outputting a pricing 
schedule for intermediations services, the schedule providing credits for transaction 
fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in a first sector for redemption 
against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in a second sector, 
the first and second sectors respectively being origination and secondary trading of 
products of a class of financial products in which transactions for the products occur 
among market participants in the first sector, distinctly, and second sector, distinctly 
(col. 5, line 20-col. 6, line 43, Fig's 7A-7C, and 8A); and providing computerized 
intermediation services according to the pricing schedule for transactions in each of the 
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sectors (col. 7, lines 11 -49). The schedule providing credits for transaction fees paid by 
a party for intermediation of transactions in a first sector for redemption against fees 
payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in a second sector, the first and 
second sectors respectively being origination and secondary trading of products of a 
class of financial products in which transactions for the products occur among market 
participants in the first sector, distinctly, and second sector, distinctly; and providing 
computerized intermediation services according to the pricing schedule for transactions 
in each of the sectors are not functionally related to the performance of the method 
step. Thus, the descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the 
prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381 , 1385, 217 USPQ 
401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 
1994); MPEP2106. 

Claim 213. Gould further teaches, a data processing system including hardware 
and one or more programs to provide intermediation data processing functions; said 
data processing system including one or more routines that record credits for 
transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in a first sector for 
redemption against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in a 
second sector, the first and second sectors respectively being origination and 
secondary trading of products of a class of financial products in which transactions for 
the products occur among market participants in the first sector, distinctly and second 
sector distinctly (col. 4, lines 46-64). Thus, the descriptive material will not distinguish 
the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 
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F.2d 1 381 , 1 385, 217 USPQ 401 , 404 (Fed. Cir. 1 983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1 579, 32 
USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994); MPEP 2106. 

Claim 241 . Gould further teaches, a data processing system having at least 
one computer programmed to provide intermediation data processing for transactions in 
a class of financial products in distinct first and second sectors, the first and second 
sectors respectively being origination and secondary trading of products of the class 
among market participants and to provide access to information to parties conducting 
transactions in the second sector and to record charges for the access, some of the 
information being captured in providing intermediation services in the first sector and 
offered under a prearranged pricing schedule providing price reductions for the 
information as fees increase for intermediation services provided for transactions in the 
first sector (col. 4, lines 46-64). Thus, the descriptive material will not distinguish the 
claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 
1 381 , 1 385, 217 USPQ 401 , 404 (Fed. Cir. 1 983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1 579, 32 
USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994); MPEP 2106. 

Claim 188. Gould discloses. The method of claim 187, further comprising the 
step of: offering information for sale to parties conducting transactions in the second 
sector, the information being information captured in the course of providing 
intermediation services in the first sector, the offer being under a prearranged pricing 
schedule providing reductions in the price of the information as fees increase for 
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intermediation services provided for transactions in tlie first sector (col. 7, line 50-col. 8, 
line 18). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 189-193, 208, 217, and 224 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over (US 5,966,700) Gould et al, hereafter Gould view of (US 5,966,699) 
Zandi. 

Claims 189 and 224 . Gould failed to disclose, wherein: the predetermined 
pricing schedule provides that transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of 
transactions in the second sector are to be credited against access by the party to 
research information describing the financial products. Zandi discloses, wherein: the 
predetermined pricing schedule provides that transaction fees paid by a party for 
intermediation of transactions in the second sector are to be credited against access by 
the party to research information describing the financial products (col. 6, lines 1-59 and 
col. 7, line 62-col. 8, line 65). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have a predetermined pricing schedule 
that provides transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the 
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second sector that are to be credited against access by tlie party to researcli 
information describing tlie financial products and to modify in Gould because such a 
modification would allow Gould to have the ability to know the best price to charge for 
transaction fees. 

Claimsl 90, 208, and 21 7. Gould failed to disclose, wherein the financial 
products are loans or lines of credit to consumers. Zandi discloses, wherein the 
financial products are loans or lines of credit to consumers (col. 9, lines 49-54 (loans)). 

Claim 191. Gould failed to disclose. The method of claim 190, wherein the loans 
are home mortgages. Zandi teaches, wherein the loans are home mortgages (col. 9, 
lines 49-54 (mortgages)). 

Claim 192. Gould failed to disclose. The method of claim 190, wherein the loans 
are automobile loans. Zandi teaches, wherein the loans are automobile loans (col. 9, 
lines 49-54 (car loans)). 

Claim 193. Gould failed to disclose. The method of claim 190, wherein the loans 
are personal loans. Zandi teaches, wherein the loans are personal loans (col. 9, lines 
49-54 (personal loans)). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have financial products that are loans or lines of credit to 
consumers wherein the loans are home mortgages, automobile loans, and personal 
loans and to modify in Gould because such a modification would allow Gould to auction 
different types of loans, such as, but not limited to, mortgage, home equity loan, car 
loan, personal loan, commercial loan, construction loan and general business loan. 
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Claims 194-200, 202, 205-207, 209, 211, 214, 216, 218-223, 226-238, 240, 242- 
251, 299, 300, and 307-309 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over (US 5,966,700) Gould et al, hereafter Gould view of (US 5,966,699) Zandi and 
further in view of (US 5,940,812) Tengel et al, hereafter Tengel. 

Claims 194 and 235. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, wherein the first sector 
is a retail origination market for the loans or lines of credit, and the second sector is a 
wholesale secondary market on which the loans or lines of credit are traded. Tengel 
discloses, wherein the first sector is a retail origination market for the loans or lines of 
credit, and the second sector is a wholesale secondary market on which the loans or 
lines of credit are traded (col. 4, lines 46-64). 

Claims 195, 198, 216, 237, and 242. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, further 
comprising the steps of: obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the 
qualifications of the loan applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for 
origination of a loan and storing the obtained information in a database for future 
disclosure to other market participants. Tengel discloses, further comprising the steps 
of: obtaining from a loan applicant information relating to the qualifications of the loan 
applicant relative to underwriting standards of a lender for origination of a loan (col. 5, 
line 12 -col. 6, line 61); and storing the obtained information in a database for future 
disclosure to other market participants (col. 5, lines 12-19 and col. 7, lines 6-19). 

As per claim 198, Gould discloses, matching the information against underwriting 
standards of a plurality of lenders (col. 6, lines 10-67). 
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Claim 242. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, hardware and/or software 
designed match the applicants information against underwriting standards of a plurality 
of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among those offerors having 
underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the offeror 
that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees. Tengel further discloses, 
hardware and/or software designed match the applicants information against 
underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from 
among those offerors having underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an 
indicium of the identity of the offeror that has the best combination of low interest rate 
and fees (col. 9, lines 32-65 and fig. 6). 

Claims 196 and 236. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, further comprising the 
steps of: storing in the database loan applicants' information at the time of completion of 
a loan application, before the loan is closed between a loan applicant and a lender. 
Tengel discloses, further comprising the steps of: storing in the database loan 
applicants' information at the time of completion of a loan application, before the loan is 
closed between a loan applicant and a lender (col. 6, line 42-col. 7, line 38). 

Claim 197. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose. The method of claim 195, further 
comprising the step of: updating the database to reflect the terms of a loan closed 
between the loan applicant and a lender. Tengel discloses. The method of claim 195, 
further comprising the step of: updating the database to reflect the terms of a loan 
closed between the loan applicant and a lender (col. 8, lines 19-27). 
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Claims 1 99, 21 6, 21 9, 221 , 222, and 238. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, 
further comprising the step of: identifying to the loan applicant, from among those 
lenders having underwriting standards that the loan applicant meets, an indicium of the 
identity of the lender that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees. Tengel 
disclose, further comprising the step of: identifying to the loan applicant, from among 
those lenders having underwriting standards that the loan applicant meets, an indicium 
of the identity of the lender that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees 
(col. 7, lines 50-67). 

Claim 222. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, hardware and/or software 
designed to match the applicant's information against offering underwriting standards of 
a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the applicant, from among those offerors having 
offering underwriting standards that the applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of 
the offeror that has the best combination of low interest rate and fees. Tengel further 
discloses, hardware and/or software designed to match the applicant's information 
against offering underwriting standards of a plurality of offerors, and to identify to the 
applicant, from among those offerors having offering underwriting standards that the 
applicant meets, an indicium of the identity of the offeror that has the best combination 
of low interest rate and fees (col. 8, lines 1-18). 

Claim 200. Tengel teaches. The method of claim 198, further comprising the 
step of: identifying to the loan applicant, from among those lenders having underwriting 
standards satisfied by the loan applicant, a list of alternative lenders prioritized by low 
interest rate and fees (col. 9, lines 32-65 and fig. 6). 
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Claims 202, 220, and 240. Gould failed to disclose, wherein the credits expire if 
not redeemed within a specified time period. Zandi teaches, wherein the credits expire 
if not redeemed within a specified time period (col. 10, lines 3-18). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have the credits expire if not redeemed within a specified time period and to modify in 
Gould because such a modification would allow Gould to have the credits maintained in 
the database for a predetermined period of time and if the offeror accepts the bid 
(credit) the auction is closed. 

Claims 205, 207, and 223. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, further comprising 
the steps of : offering information for sale to market participants in the second sector, 
the information being information captured in the course of providing intermediation 
services in the first sector. Tengel discloses, further comprising the steps of : offering 
information for sale to market participants in the second sector, the information being 
information captured in the course of providing intermediation services in the first sector 
(col. 7, lines 50-67). 

Claim 206. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose. The method of claim 205, further 
comprising the step of: structuring a pricing schedule for the sale of the information 
wherein the credits are applicable to reduce the cost of the information. Tengel 
discloses. The method of claim 205, further comprising the step of: structuring a pricing 
schedule for the sale of the information wherein the credits are applicable to reduce the 
cost of the information (col. 7, line 50-col. 8, line 27). 
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Claim 209. Gould failed to disclose, The method of claim 187, wherein the 
financial products are commercial loans. Zandi discloses, the financial products are 
commercial loans (col. 9, lines 49-54 (commercial loans)). 

Claim 21 1 . Zandi, Gould and Tengel failed to disclose. The method of claim 21 0, 
wherein the first market sector is origination of insurance, and the second sector is 
reinsurance of existing insurance. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the first market sector to be 
the origination of insurance, and the second sector to be reinsurance of existing 
insurance and to modify in Gould because such a modification would allow Gould to be 
concerned about risks and to share the risks among insurance companies. 

Claim 214. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, wherein: the predetermined 
pricing schedule provides for reduced pricing for access by a party to research 
information describing the financial products, the price reduction based on increased 
transaction volume achieved by the party over an agreed time period. Tengel discloses. 
The computer of claim 213, wherein: the predetermined pricing schedule provides for 
reduced pricing for access by a party to research information describing the financial 
products, the price reduction based on increased transaction volume achieved by the 
party over an agreed time period (col. 7, lines 50-67). 

Claim 218. Tengel teaches. The computer of claim 216, further comprising: 
hardware and/or software designed to receive the application information essentially 
contemporaneously with the completion of applications for the financial products; and 
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an interface designed to nnal<e tlie database available to parties on a secondary market 
for the financial products (col. 7, lines 4-8 and col. 8, lines 37-49). 

Claims 226 and 244. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, wherein: the second 
sector is a secondary market for buying and selling of the financial products; and a 
predetermined pricing schedule for intermediation services provides that transaction 
fees paid by a party for intermediation of transactions in the first sector are to be 
credited against fees payable by the party for intermediation of transactions in the 
second sector. Tengel discloses, wherein: the second sector is a secondary market for 
buying and selling of the financial products; and a predetermined pricing schedule for 
intermediation services provides that transaction fees paid by a party for intermediation 
of transactions in the first sector are to be credited against fees payable by the party for 
intermediation of transactions in the second sector, (col. 5, lines 52-62). 

Claim 227. this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claims 194, 199, and 219. 

Claim 228. this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claims 1 96 and 1 97. 

Claims 231 and 248. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, wherein: the 
information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to a loan applicant 
meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information. Tengel teaches, 
wherein: the information includes a lowest interest rate offered by any lender to a loan 
applicant meeting a profile specified by the party purchasing the information (col. 7, 
lines 50-65). 



Application/Control Number: 09/370,619 Page 17 

Art Unit: 3696 

Claims 232 and 249. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, The method of claim 
230, wherein: the information includes a volume of loan applications meeting a profile 
specified by the party purchasing the information. Tengel discloses. The method of 
claim 230, wherein: the information includes a volume of loan applications meeting a 
profile specified by the party purchasing the information (col. 8, lines 19-49). 

Claims 233 and 250. Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, wherein: the 
information includes a statistical characterization of loans closed, the loans meeting a 
profile specified by the party purchasing the information. Tengel teaches, wherein: the 
information includes a statistical characterization of loans closed, the loans meeting a 
profile specified by the party purchasing the information (col. 5, lines 20-62). 

Claims 234 and 251 . Gould and Zandi failed to disclose, wherein: the information 
includes a statistical characterization of loan pools traded, the pools meeting a profile 
specified by the party purchasing the information. Tengel teaches, wherein: the 
information includes a statistical characterization of loan pools traded, the pools meeting 
a profile specified by the party purchasing the information (col. 5, lines 52-62). 

Claim 247. this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rational as given 
above for claims 189, 214, and 226. 

Claim 299. this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claims 235, 244, 245, and 247. 

Claim 300. this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale as given 
above for claims 1 99, 216,218,219, 226, and 243. 
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Claims 307, 308, and 309, Gould discloses, wherein the first sector is origination 
of insurance (col. 6, lines 53-67). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fraser et al (US 5,995,947) disclosed mortgage and loan information with a loan 
profile database. 

Cullen et al (US 6,272,528) disclosed loans and mortgages and delivering 
financial information. 

Lebda et al (US 6,385,594) disclosed co-ordinating a loan over the Internet. 

Asay et el (US 5,903,882) disclosed an electronic transaction system, insurers, 
and sponsors. 

Response to Arguments With Traverse 

Applicant's election with traverse of the election of claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 
211, 213, 214, 216-238, 240-251, 299, 300, and 307-309 in the reply filed 12/18/07 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that claims 304, 305, and 306 were 
previously added and correspond substantially to claims 187, 213, and 241 and claim 
304 is similar in scope to method claim 187, claim 305 is similar in scope to apparatus 
claim 213, claim 306 is similar in scope to apparatus claim 241, claims 307-309 were 
previously added in the last amendment and claims 310 and 31 1 were previously added 
and are similar to claims 1 87 and 1 88. This is not found to be persuasive because 
claims 187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 214, 216-238, 240-251, 299, 300, and 307-309 
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are method and apparatus claims for providing intermediation services and claims 304- 
306 and 310-312 are method and apparatus claims for providing transaction services 
with the services comprising at least one lending/loan trading, offering lines of 
credit/lines of credit trading and insurance/reinsurance. The same search for claims 
187-200, 202, 205-209, 211, 213, 214, 216-238, 240-251, 299, 300, and 307-309 is not 
required for claims 304-306 and 310-312. This creates a serious burden on the 
Examiner when the claim limitations are so different that the search is in a different 
class and/or subclass. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. MPEP 
Section 8.25. 

MPEP 8.05. Claims stand withdrawn with Traverse. 

Claims 304-306 and 310-312 are withdrawn from consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142 (b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement 
in the reply filed on 12/18/07. 

Conclusion: It is respectfully requested Applicant look at the claims in the 
already patented invention, patent number 6,594,635 and write the claims to this 
application in the same format and claim structure in order to move the application 
forward to issuance. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 571-272-6741 . 
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The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 5:30AM- 
3:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dixon Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 

March 31 , 2008 



